2nd September 2022

Learning for Life
Important Dates
Professional Practice Day
Student Free Day
Wednesday 7th September
End of Term 3
Thursday 15th September
3:00pm
SSG Day
Friday 16th September
No Buses
2022 Term Dates
Term 1:
1st February to 7th April
Term 2:
26th April to 24th June
Term 3:
11th July to 16th September
Term 4:
3rd October to 20th
December
Uniform Shop RC
Monday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Tuesday 8:30am – 9:30am
Thursday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Reservoir Campus
16-18 Gertz Avenue
RESERVOIR VIC 3073
Phone: (03) 9462 5990
Fax: (03) 9460 8058

Lalor Campus
2 - 4 Lyndon Street
LALOR VIC 3075
Phone: (03) 9464 3480
Fax: (03) 9464 4713

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Hello everyone.
The last two weeks has been very busy, the school has celebrated
Science Week and Book Week. I would like to thank the Leadership
Team and the teaching teams for organising activities for Science
Week and Book Week.
Leadership Change at the Reservoir Campus
Ruth Bentley has transferred to another school. Monica Lee will
lead Middle Years A Sub School for the remainder of the year.
Parents communicating with teachers
During class instruction 8:50am – 3:15pm teachers need to be on
duty to work with the students. Phone calls during class instruction
will only go through if they are an emergency. Please use the home
diary to communicate or call before or after school to talk to the
classroom teachers.
Student Support Group Meetings
In the coming weeks your child’s teacher will be organising Student
Support Group (SSG) meetings where we can reflect on your
child’s progress. This is a very important part of the process of
planning our educational goals for your child, so please do your
best to attend. If you have any questions about this, please get in
touch with your classroom teacher.
Child Safe Standards
Maintaining a safe environment is the foundation for enabling all
children at Northern School for Autism to reach their full potential.
The Leadership Team continues its commitment to work with the
school leaders to enact this commitment for our children.
Strategies the school has in place to maintain Child Safe Standards
include;
•
Child Safe policies, available on the school website
https://www.northernautism.vic.edu.au/policies-protocols
•
Mandatory Reporting Policy and training for staff
•
Staff Code of Conduct
•
Student Wellbeing Framework policies and protocols.
Our School Values: Trust, Understanding and Safety

Northern School for Autism Newsletter
• Volunteers / Visitors / Contractors policies
• Bullying Prevention Policy
• Digital Learning Policy
• Duty of Care Policy
• Working with Children’s Policy and register
• Personal and Interpersonal curriculum that explicitly teaches social behaviour
• Health & Human Relations curriculum implemented
As valuable partners in promoting and maintaining child safety and wellbeing at Northern School
for Autism we welcome and encourage your feedback.
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation to our child safe policies and
practices, please contact Pamela Mathieson, Principal pamela.mathieson@education.vic.gov.au
Pamela Mathieson
Principal

Second Hand Uniform Sale – Finishing 15th September 2022
Short Sleeve T-Shirts Size 4 & 6

$5.00 each

Short Sleeve Polos Size 6 & 12

$7.00 each

Long Sleeve Polos Size

$9.00 each

Summer Dresses Size 6 & 10

$12.00 each

Winter Tunic Size 10, 12 & 14

$15.00 each

Windcheater Size 4, 6 & 16

$10.00 each

Hoodie Size 12 & 14

$15.00 each

Bomber Jacket Size 6, 8, 14, 20 & 22

$15.00 each

Limited stock available – first in, first served.

Penguins have an organ above
their eyes that changes
freshwater to seawater.

Room One
At Northern School for Autism, students
have amazing opportunities to access
the community. Room One has
explored a variety of new environments
within the school and outside the
school. We have engaged in gymnastics
at Macleod YMCA, alongside swimming
lessons at Reservoir Leisure Centre. We
also had a great time exploring
minibeasts during our Science incursion
in the Multipurpose Room! All students
are doing an amazing job. We are very
proud.

Room 12
Students in Room 12 have enjoyed a fun filled and active 2022. They have
participated in various activities throughout the school year such as Latitude,
swimming lessons at Reservoir Leisure Centre, Gymnastics, local walks, a trip to
the Melbourne Zoo, cooking, art, and of course sessions in the STEAM building
that have included OSMO activities, VR room, Trampoline and Lego corner.
Students have engaged in a wide array of numeracy and literacy activities such
as book studies, writing workshops, literacy comprehension, phonics programs,
counting, skip counting, multiplication, money use, and lessons on time.
Room 12 has also enjoyed using the school library each week where they
participate in silent reading and take a book back to the classroom to enjoy in
their own time.
Each day, they love playing all types of social games such as Uno, Snap, Connect
Four, What’s the time Mr. Wolf and Scarecrow Tiggy.
They have done a great job so far this year in Room 12 and we are all looking
forward to what the rest of the year will bring!

LC10 has had a great start to the year and have
enjoyed participating in our extra-curricular
activities.
In term 1, students expressed their creativity in art.
They explored scratch painting, pendulum painting
and painting portraits of themselves and others.
LC10 also enjoyed paddling sessions at the start of
the year.
In term 2, we were able to extend on their
explorations through our weekly visits to Bundoora
Farm. These weekly visits enabled them to learn
about the animals and how to care for them. It
provided opportunities for them to source food for
the animals and replenish their barns.
LC10 have also been working hard on extending
their communication skills and coping with change
in our weekly visits in the community. This has
helped them adapt their communication styles to
talk to different people. For example, when
purchasing products, asking for directions and
assistance when on excursions to the shops,
bowling, and when at the train station and bus
stops. It has also provided opportunities for them
to use google maps, PTV and paper-based
timetables to plan their trips, and practice problemsolving skills to track time, and know what to do if
they were late or missed a stop.
Well done LC10!

Last week, all students from Norris Bank Satellite Rooms have participated in a
whole school incursion - The Lantern Musical Show in the Norris Bank Primary
School Hall. The students thoroughly enjoyed their time with lots of music,
dance, meditation and interaction with the characters. I could not praise their
wonderful behaviour and engagement throughout the whole time, highly
enough.
Well done, everyone!
Angeline Chen

Leading Teacher (NBSRs)

NSA Science Week 2022
NSA celebrated Science Week and sparked the curiosity of students. They participated in a
variety of engaging activities in their classroom during the week. Incorporating science
experiments into learning is a great way to engage our students and make lessons more
hands-on and fun.
Here are some of the most popular Science experiments our students have enjoyed.
Skittles rainbow Science
This Skittles rainbow science activity is incredibly fun! Our students chose to do the
experiment over and over again with different Skittles colours and patterns. They learnt
about the density of different substances as the colour ran off chocolate skittles as they
reacted with water.
Bubbly Lemon Science
“Watch out! Here is a lemon volcano comes!”
When lemon juice is mixed with baking soda, it creates an acid-base reaction that releases
carbon dioxide, which produces bubbles. This is the same sort of reaction they use to create
the bubbles in popular carbonated soft drinks.
Magic touch Science
Our little ones might think it is magic…
…but in fact there is real science behind the experiment.
When the soap touches the water, the surface tension changes, and the pepper no longer
floats on top. But the water molecules still want to keep the surface tension, so they pull
back away from the soap, and carry the pepper along with them.
These activities involved a hands-on approach through which the students actively
participated in seeing and touching the elements of the experiments and have had so much
FUN!!!

Leading Teachers
Reservoir Campus

Occupational Therapy
Lalor campus
Well done to all of the students for their amazing participation in occupational
therapy sessions throughout the year.
The OT team has been providing a variety of activities and interactive sessions for
students to support their learning in many areas including cooking preparation,
hygiene tasks, community access, and a lot more. The team is continuing to
implement strategies to support our students with regulation, fine and gross
motor skills, and executive functioning skills.
We look forward to continuing our work with the students for the rest of the year!
Rebecca, Hannah, and Abbey

Music and Art Therapy at Lalor
Campus

Students at Lalor campus have
the opportunity to engage in
Music Therapy sessions with
Christine and Art Therapy
sessions with Carol. These
sessions have given students a
way to positively express
themselves in an artistic way.
We have many talented
students at NSA!

Communication Accessible School (CAS)

Communication is made accessible to all students at NSA. In Middle Years C,
communication opportunities are presented in various creative formats to promote
understanding, engagement, and inclusion.

These are some of the communication opportunities that MYC is working on:
Student-led morning circles

Student-run canteen

Social games to encourage conversation
between peers

Shopping at the local
supermarket

Flowcharts to learn about consequences

We cannot wait to see what other fun ways communication is made accessible to our
students.

Monica and Siena
On behalf of the CAS Committee

“Learning for Life”

Dear Parents/Carers,

Last day of Term 3 is
Thursday 15th September
School finishes at 3pm.
&

Friday 16th of September
is a SSG day.
There will be no buses running for students on this day.

School holiday program will NOT be running these holidays

First day of Term 4 is
Monday 3rd October 2022
Thank you
Pamela Mathieson
Principal
Reservoir Campus
16 – 18 Gertz Avenue
Reservoir Vic 3073
Phone: 03 9462 5990

Lalor Campus
2 - 4 Lyndon Street
Lalor Vic 3075
Phone: 03 9464 3480

northern.sch.autism@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.northernautism.vic.edu.au/web/

