3rd June 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Important Dates
Photo Day RC LC
Tuesday 7th June
Photo Make up day
Wednesday 8th June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Monday 13th June No School
Last Day Term 2
Thursday 23rd June 3:00pm
SSG Day
Friday 24th June No Students
2022 Term Dates
Term 1:
1st February to 7th April
Term 2:
26th April to 24th June
Term 3:
11th July to 16th September
Term 4:
3rd October to 20th December
Uniform Shop RC
Monday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Tuesday 8:30am – 9:30am
Thursday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Reservoir Campus
16-18 Gertz Avenue
RESERVOIR VIC 3073
Phone: (03) 9462 5990
Fax: (03) 9460 8058
Lalor Campus
2 - 4 Lyndon Street
LALOR VIC 3075
Phone: (03) 9464 3480
Fax: (03) 9464 4713

Learning for Life
From the Principal
Dear Parent and Carers,
It is hard to believe that we are already past the halfway mark
of this term. Last fortnight has seen a significant decrease in
both staff and student attendance. Other than reports of
people infectious of COVID 19, there has been several cases
of the flu reported. We ask that you keep an eye on the
symptoms and keep your child at home if they are unwell or
have symptoms.
RATs for the rest of Term 2
RATs will continue to be distributed as they have been
throughout this school year for the remainder of this term.
From Monday May 23, 2022, students will no longer be
recommended to undertake daily RATs. However, RATs
will continue to be required by students and staff who are
household contacts to attend school (five negative tests over
a seven day period) or who have symptoms.
The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our school will
ensure that parents and carers will have them, should they
need them, if their child is a household contact or has
symptoms. If a student or a staff member requires additional
RATS they should enquire at the school office.
Families must continue to notify the Department of Health
and the school if their child returns a positive RAT result.
Additionally, you should inform us if any of your children
are household contacts.
Thank you also to all families who has had their child
vaccinated. Vaccination continues to remain the best way to
protect students and staff in our school. Getting vaccinated
is easy and bookings can be done via the coronavirus
website. If you have any questions about the vaccines, I
encourage you to speak to your GP or a health practitioner.
Thank you again for your ongoing cooperation and support
during this time.
Our School Values: Trust, Understanding and Safety

Northern School for Autism Newsletter
Family and Friends Open Day
I would like to thank the families and friends for visiting their child’s classroom last week. It was
pleasure to see the students coping with so many visitors in the classrooms. I would also like to
thank the teaching teams for planning structures so the students could cope with all the visitors in
the classroom.
Staffing Update
We continue to work hard with our recruitment drive but do have to acknowledge the state-wide
shortage of teaching, ES staff and allied health staff and the continued shortage of education staff
across Victoria and Australia that is out of our control. This only means that we continue with our
efforts, and we remain confident we will find the best teachers, ES and allied health staff for our
school.

Pamela Mathieson
Principal

The human eye sees
everything upside down,
but the brain turns
everything right side up.
The human eye sees
everything upside
down, but the brain
turns everything right
side up.

ROOM 7
The students in Room 7 have had an amazing start to their learning in 2022. It has
been all systems go focusing on Communication, engaging socially with peers,
celebrating events and practising independent living skills daily. This term our
students continue building on experiencing the wider the community as they have
fun at YMCA Gymnastics, going on local walks and incursions. Regular sessions with
our Speech Pathologist April and OT Jess are always great where everybody has fun
working together. Room 7 students do amazing activities in the different areas of
the school such as creating masterpieces in the Art room, cooking in the Student
Kitchen, choosing motivating story books in the Library, singing and dancing in the
Music room, exercising in the Gym and using technology in the STEAM Building.
Room 7 students love learning through hands on activities in all the areas of the
curriculum. Way to go Room 7!

One of the highlights for this term in Room 25 has been
swimming. The students have been really looking forward to
our trip to the swimming pool each week, with a few of the
students even requesting to go on our non-swimming days!
During our visits to the swimming pool, the specialist
swimming instructors and NSA teaching staff have been
guiding the students through a range of water-based activities
including swimming under above-water tunnels, sensory
bucket showers, diving for weighted rings, ball throwing
practice and swimming with pool noodles and kickboards.
They’ve been enjoying it so much sometimes they are a little
reluctant to leave! However, once back in the classroom we
have related the fun we had swimming to some of their
literacy and numeracy lessons to make them authentic and
engaging.

LC5
The students in
LC5 have had an
incredible year so far . We have
been going on local block walks
around Lalor, visiting Reservoir’s
STEAM room, cooking delicious
recipes as well as
participating in daily Math's and
English small group
sessions. The students are learning about
broadcasting in Integrated Units
and are looking
forward to participating in a special song at the end of Term 2.
Well done LC5!

Term 2
Speech
Pathology 😊

This term, the Speech Pathology team have continued to work closely
with classroom staff to support our students’ communication and
mealtime goals, many of which are embedded within their Individual
Learning Plans.
Group work has been a great addition to classroom-based sessions, as
it provides another opportunity to focus on specific programs and
skills such as social communication, the Sequential-Oral-Sensory or
SOS program, using electronic communication devices, functional play
skills and the Sounds Write literacy program.
Our Speech Pathologists have worked with the Leadership team and
classroom staff to identify target skill areas, and then support the
NSA community to utilise these strategies throughout the school day.
Students have enjoyed working across different settings and with
different students around the school. We look forward to watching
our students further develop their skills as the year progresses!
-April Beaton
Speech Pathology Team Leader

The Communication Accessible Schools or CAS,
committee would like to reintroduce ourselves to our
ever-growing NSA community. To summarize, our
committee focuses on creating a school that is
somewhere.
•
•

Students feel they belong
Students feel valued

•
•
•

Every student is thought of as capable of learning
Every student has the right to communicate
All students are given access to communicate
everywhere with everyone

The newest addition to NSA’s barrier free environment
is implementing outdoor communication boards within our
playgrounds. It has been fabulous to see our students
already engaging and communicating using these boards.
-Ruth and Fran
CAS committee members
We look forward to continuing to work towards providing
further opportunities and access to engage in meaningful
communication interactions.

Disability Liaison
Officer Program
Disability Liaison Officers (DLOs) are health workers who work
in health services across Victoria.
DLOs help people with a disability to access health services
and treatment.
There is no cost for this service.

DLOs can help you to:
• Get a COVID-19 vaccination.
• Get a COVID-19 test.
• Attend health clinics or hospitals.

For help with COVID-19 vaccination or testing:
Contact a DLO by scanning the QR code with your
phone's camera or call the Coronavirus Hotline
1800 675 398

Auslan interpretation available at:

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/auslan

For more information visit:

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Goal oriented,
quality outdoor
experiences
for people with
disability
People Outdoors, a branch of the
Australian Camps Association, has
30 years experience delivering
outdoor programs for people of all
ages with physical or intellectual
disabilities.

The Australian Camps Association is a registered NDIS
service provider certified with the Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) and accredited with the
Quality Tourism Framework.

www.peopleoutdoors.org.au | 03 9863 6824
PeopleOutdoors

DRESS UP DAY /
CASUAL CLOTHES
DAY
Friday 10 June
th

Gold Coin Donation
Dress up or wear casual clothes to help raise funds
for State Schools’ Relief, who provide uniforms and
shoes for students in need.

