23rd February 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Learning for Life
2022 Term Dates
Term 1:
7th April, Term 1
concludes
Term 2:
26th April to 24th June
Term 3:
11th July to 16th
September
Term 4:
3rd October to 20th
December
Important Dates
14th March, Labour Day
Public Holiday
8th April, SSG Day
Uniform Shop RC
Monday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Tuesday 8:30am – 9:30am
Thursday 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Reservoir Campus
16-18 Gertz Avenue
RESERVOIR VIC 3073
Phone: (03) 9462 5990
Fax: (03) 9460 8058
Lalor Campus
2 - 4 Lyndon Street
LALOR VIC 3075
Phone: (03) 9464 3480
Fax: (03) 9464 4713

From the Principal

Dear parents and carers,
With four full weeks of school behind us, fortunately student attendance has not been
dramatically affected by COVID at this stage. This is a great relief allowing students the
opportunity to get used to classroom structures and routines to support their
engagement in learning. The number of staff isolating has increased considerably and
we, along with all schools, are experiencing extreme difficulty replacing staff that are
absent. This results in dynamic staffing decisions made on a daily basis to ensure that
familiar staff are working with students to uphold a safe environment. It is important
that parents are aware of these circumstances, and I thank my staff for demonstrating
flexibility and adaptability for the school to function optimally in trying circumstances.
Parent Payment Policy
The Northern School for Autism is looking forward to another great year of teaching
and learning and would like to advise you of Northern School for Autism’s voluntary
financial contributions for 2022.
The suggested total for Curriculum Contributions and Extra Curricular Items & Activities
are contained in The Parent Payment Policy. This document is included in the Student
Information Pack that was sent home to each child. It can also be found on our website.
Care and Kindness during difficult times.
Our school community has demonstrated incredible solidarity and resilience
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Being back in our classrooms with extra health
and safety measures is another big transition, but it’s the very best one for our
children's education. As we navigate these changes to onsite learning, including
required mask wearing for some students, it’s more important than ever that adults in
our school community treat each other with respect and kindness.
The Department of Education and Training has released a new policy that describes the
positive behaviour expected from parents, carers, and other adults in Victorian school
communities. The policy sets clear standards of behaviour to create a safe, respectful,
and inclusive learning environment for students, staff and adults.
There are also other resources to support safe and respectful relationships in our
school community, including information about getting involved in the school, advice
on how to raise a concern or complaint, and parenting support resources. You can
find the new policy and these resources
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Respectful-Behaviours-within-the-SchoolCommunity-Policy.aspx

Our School Values: Trust, Understanding and Safety

Northern School for Autism Newsletter
Whole School Positive Behaviour Support
Northern School for Autism has put significant resources toward whole school positive behaviour support (PBS) in recent
years and, for this reason, I will use some of the future newsletter articles to provide an update of our PBS planning. I will
attach the school rules to this newsletter – these rules will be displayed in the classrooms.

The essential understandings when producing a PBS are that all behaviour has a purpose and that we need to understand
the purpose and provide for the student’s needs in positive and engaging ways. PBS looks to encourage rather than
discourage. To reward as opposed to consequent.
Staff have participated in online learning through a DET In-house professional development was used to further establish
Northern School for Autism’s consistency in philosophy around the way we support our students, use tools to assess and
address behaviours of concern and a focus on providing students with the skills to reduce the need for behaviours of
concern.
Within the school’s PBS documentation, we confirm that planning in our school:










Is based on Data and Observation
Encourages students to perform at their best
Is Individualised
Puts resources where they are needed
Is Proactive
Provides flexibility in programming
Finds ways to engage students in learning
Is supportive of students with ASD
Seeks consistency between the school and home through communication

Enrolment for 2023
Enrolments for 2023 are filling up fast. If you have not let us know yet, please email me if you have a child at home
who you are thinking will need to be enrolled at Northern School for Autism in 2023.
Smile Squad is on the way to our school!
All children deserve a healthy smile and the Smile Squad are coming to Northern School for Autism to help make
sure this happens.
Smile Squad is a $321.9 million Victorian Government program that provides free dental care to all Victorian public
primary and secondary school students.
The friendly Smile Squad dental team will visit NSA Reservoir campus from 28th Feb to 11th March to conduct a free
annual dental health examination for the students who have consent and provide free follow up treatment as
needed.
Who is Smile Squad?
The bright orange Smile Squad vans are staffed by experienced oral health therapists, dental therapists, dental
assistants and dentists. They all have lots of experience treating children and a passion for improving their oral health
– for life.
Learn more about the Smile Squad by visiting www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au or contact the team at
smilesquad@dhsv.org.au.
Pamela Mathieson
Principal

A Great Beginning - Early Years A
It has been a pleasure to see our students in EYA settling in so well into their new school. All
the students have been supported to engage with their peers and to become familiar with their
Teachers and Teacher Assistants.
Structured routines, as well as consistent, well-planned sessions are used to support students to
attend to a variety of curriculum areas including Literacy, Numeracy, Art, Music, Fine and
Gross Motor sessions. A number of successful strategies and resources such as Sensory Stories
and Play sessions have been incorporated daily into all classes, focusing on Literacy and
Numeracy concepts. Regular structured play sessions are promoting appropriate interaction
with peers whilst also developing and extending their play skills such as turn taking, sharing
and learning how to use a range of different toys. Students are learning to transition to different
areas within the school such as playgrounds, gyms and art room. At the same time, our second
year students are thriving. They are also using the skills they learned from last year and they
are developing their skills further, becoming more independent when completing a range of
activities.
All teaching teams are working very hard, ensuring that all the students are working towards
achieving their individualised goals by preparing and delivering engaging and motivating
teaching sessions.
Parents have been supportive to the teaching teams and collaborate daily in order to bring the
best opportunities for their children to learn. They show a trusting relationship with the staff to
provide many learning opportunities for their children.
A new highlight at our school is the Steam Building and the in ground trampoline where each
classroom gets a structured session to use weekly. The Steam Building offers a variety of
activities such as the VR (Virtual Reality) room where the students can explore the world by
watching videos in 360 degrees, building with Legos, learning about directions and location in
Maths and developing their skills of sequencing whilst using the Bee Bots and playing coding
games on the iPads.
Dina Milides, Leading Teacher – EYA

Room One
Room One has settled into a brand-new school routine and
have enjoyed exploring a variety of new places in the school
such as the Blue Gym and several different playgrounds.
Students have enjoyed and engaged in a plethora of new and
fun activities such as Music and Messy Play.
Room One has been practising attending to a schedule, sitting
down to eat morning tea and lunch, and socialising with peers
and adults. It has been a GREAT start to the year!

VCAL
A GREAT START TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

CLASSWORK
VCAL has had an excellent start to the school year with all students ready to
get back into the swing of things. Working hard in Numeracy, Corey, Will,
Armaan, Thomas, and Luu demonstrate the work ethic we see daily from our
students.
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Between basketball, football, downball, and frisbee knockout, the sport
competitions in VCAL are heating up! With Jaryd as head coach, Jesse, Lee,
Beau, Kode, Charlie and Daniel are showing off their skills at morning tea, lunch
and PE sessions during the week.
NCAT
Alex, Jasmyn and Jesse are getting back into the routine of their VET courses
at NCAT this term. Alex has gotten back into the studio and has also been able
to get behind the sound stage in the auditorium in Sound Production. Jesse is
back at his Screen and Media course and Jasmyn spent a great deal of time
working on folding that book, creating an impressive structure in Visual Arts.

Room 19
Room 19 students have done well settling into daily routines and
following classroom schedules. They have been busy exploring new food
by cooking vegetable fried rice and preparing sandwiches for picnic
lunches in the classroom.
The students have enjoyed travelling on the bus to Latitude and
exploring all the activities available there.
They have also started walking to the local café, where they take turns
ordering and buying food at the counter and sit at the tables to eat.

Listening is:
Looking at/facing the
speaker.
Being quiet.
Following instructions.

Being Friendly is:
Helping others.
Talking nicely to people.
Listening to others.
Giving other people
compliments.

Being safe is:
Wearing safety equipment.
Being safe in the
community.
Making safe choices online.
Using equipment and tools
in a safe manner.

