
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to say a huge thank you to our staff for the planning and care that 

they have put into supporting our students return to school this year. Transition 

back to school for our students has been very smooth and calm, even our youngest 

preps have settled well in their first week. 

One of our big focus areas this year is to improve student attendance, Every Day 

Counts! It is so important that every child comes to school every day, as a day 

missed is a day of learning missed. We all want our students to get a great 

education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students 

coming to school each and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills 

that will set them up for success in the later years of school.  

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses 

puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, 

writing and reading.  

The main reasons for absence are:  

Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as 

when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, 

and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big 

difference. It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where 

possible, and not during the term if it can be avoided.  

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could 

fall behind their classmates – every day counts.  

Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s 

permission. There can be many reasons for truancy.  

The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. If for any 

reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school 

to ensure they don’t fall behind. 

If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom 

teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. Our 

school leaders also monitor student attendance regularly and will contact you to 

work out a plan if your child’s attendance is becoming a concern. 

Enrolments for 2024 

Enrolments for 2024 are filling up fast. Please email me if you have a child at home 

you are thinking will need to be enrolled at NSA in 2024. 

Pamela Mathieson 

Principal 

 

Important Dates 
 
Parent Information 

Session RC   

9th March TBC 

 

Labour Day Public 

Holiday No School  

13th March RC LC 

 

Easter Hat Parade RC 

3rd & 4th April TBC 

 

Last Day of Term 1 

5th April 3pm Finish RC LC 

 

SSG Day 

6th April RC LC 

No buses will be running 

 

Good Friday Public 

Holiday 

No School 7th April RC LC 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservoir Campus 
16-18 Gertz Avenue 
RESERVOIR  VIC   

3073 
Phone:  (03) 9462 5990 

Fax:  (03) 9460 8058 
Lalor Campus 

2 - 4 Lyndon Street 
LALOR  VIC   3075 

Phone: (03) 9464 3480 
Fax:  (03) 9464 4713 

 
 

 
 

 

17th February 2023 



 

 

 

 

 

Form 2: Notice of Election and Call for Nominations  

 
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Northern School for Autism. 
 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on Monday 27th February 2023. 
 
The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Thursday 16th March 2023. 
 
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  
 
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election 
are as follows: 
 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY TERM OF OFFICE NUMBER OF POSITIONS 

Parent member From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2023 
 
to and inclusive of the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2025 
 

5 

DET employee member From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2023 
 
to and inclusive of the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2025 
 

1 

 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. 

 
If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further 
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 
 
 
Kind regards,  

 
 
Pamela Mathieson 
Principal 



 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

As the new school year begins, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our Prep students 

and their families. We are thrilled to have them join our Early Year A sub-school community 

and our dedicated and experienced staff are eager to work with your children and to 

provide them with the support they need to reach their full potential.  

Our students have made a successful transition to the school and have settled into their 

school routine quite nicely. We have also noticed that some students have made 

connections with their peers and have been building relationships with them. Our teachers, 

Speech Pathologists, Occupational Therapists and teacher assistants have been working 

closely with the students to ensure they feel comfortable and supported in the classroom.  

Our curriculum is designed to meet the unique learning needs of our students, it is covered 

all Vic Curriculum subjects such as English, Maths, Music, Science and Art. In addition, the 

Individualised Learning Plan (ILP) that is targeted Student’s Communication, Interpersonal 

Learning and Personal Learning, is also tailored to each student’s interests, strengths and 

learning needs.  Our focus is on promoting communication, independent skills and 

socialisation. To this end, we have scheduled a variety of activities such as interactive music 

and movement, cooking, fine motor and gross motor skills, play skills, Astronaut program, 

Attention Autism, STEAM and sensory plays.   

Finally, I would like to stress the importance of communication between school and home. 

We would like to work with you in partnership to support the students with their learning 

journey. We are looking forward to an exciting and productive year with our students and 

their families.  

Sincerely,  

 

Angeline Chen  

Angeline Chen  

Leading Teacher  

Early Year A Sub-school  

 

 

 

 

 



ROOM ONE 

Room One has done an amazing job of settling into the school 

routine including engaging in a variety of different activities and 

exploring multiple areas of the school. 

 

 

OUR FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 

Room One discovered the STEAM building and enjoyed going to the VR room where 

we watched animals, numbers and the alphabet on the projector. Room One did 

some decorating during cooking by making our own icing to put on biscuits before 

creating a smiley face on them! 



Room 19 started off the year superbly. We have all gotten the hang 

of our new classroom and using full range of school activities.  

We have already been enjoying doing science experiments. We have 

tested mixing bicarb soda and vinegar to create wonderful colourful 

explosion. We also created fireworks in a jar by mixing colouring, oil 

and water. Room 19 are already aspiring scientist.  

We started to explore variety of excellent resources and equipment 

available in the STEAM Building. Students used their artistic 

abilities when using the OSMO equipment app on the iPad to produce 

some true master pieces. The class coded and controlled the dash 

and dot to move around the room, create coloured light displays and 

record sounds and messages for the robots to delivery to their 

peers. 

Room 19 has decided to get the band back together for our music 

lessons. Students have been practising creating and copy rhythms 

using instruments like triangles, drums, maracas and tambourines. 

We always love to finish off our music lessons with a dance party! 

The year has gotten off to an amazing start and there is so many 

exciting experiences for Room 19 to come.   

  



LC5 is a transition class with many students newly 

arrived from the Reservoir campus. Bianca, Xanthe, 

Elisa, Lucy, Nathan, Sofia, Thomas and Joshua have 

shown flexibility and resilience during their first few 
weeks at the Lalor campus. Arja and Ayaat have 

made the new students feel welcomed, and we 

are all very excited for the year ahead.



The Speech Pathology team would like to welcome everyone to the new school 

year! Students have already settled in well to their new classrooms and are 

getting to know their new staff members and peers. We would like 

to take this opportunity to introduce the Speech Pathology Team to 

all our community members.  

 

Reservoir Campus and Norris Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lalor Campus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are looking forward to supporting our student’s communication skills this 

year and watching their progress over 2023. 

April Beaton Carly Zammit Sarene Yeung 

Shanae Bond Shabana Alavi Alessandra Oliva 

Nadine Pohl Rebekah Rogers Benjamin Lam 



 

Listen Children Collectively Caring 
For the City of Whittlesea Summer exhibition, we are celebrating the voices of local children. 
“Listen” features artworks made by 25 children who are promoting the message that climate change 
is a significant issue and that there are small changes that we can all make in our daily lives to help 
mitigate its effects. 
These works have been selected from the “Collectively Caring for Climate” pledges, gathered from 
the community in 2020, when over 330 residents each made a climate pledge, reflecting one small 
change that they would make in their daily lives, that would help the environment. Each participant 
was then supplied with a small canvas and illustrated their climate pledge on it. 
Covid lockdowns consistently interrupted our presentations of the “Collectively Caring for Climate” 
exhibitions. We think this work still needs to be seen, so for Summer 22/23 we will bring you the 
voices of our children through the exhibition titled “Listen” to hear our Children Collectively Caring. 
 Dates: Mon 23 Jan – Wed 1 March 
Time: 10am – 4 pm 
Venue: The Great Hall, Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang 
Cost: Free 
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