Friday 12 June 2026

EROM THE PRINC

Important Dates

Special Lunch —
Lalor Campus
Wednesday 171 June

Special Lunch —
Reservoir & Norris Bank
Tuesday 23 June

Last Day of Term 2 -
Thursday 25" June
3pm finish

SSG Day -

Friday 26" June

No Buses Running
Student Free Day

Term 3 - Important Dates

Professional Practice Day -
Monday 13" July

No Buses Running

Student Free Day

First day of Term 3 -
Tuesday 14t July

Reservoir Campus
16-18 Gertz Avenue,
RESERVOIR VIC 3073
Phone:(03)9462 5990
Fax: (03) 9460 8058

Lalor Campus
35 Duncan Road,
LALOR VIC 3075
Phone: (03) 9464 3480
Fax: (03) 9464 4713

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Hello Parents and Carers,
Welcome to another edition of our newsletter.

Term 2 has been a busy and productive term across the Northern School for
Autism. As we move into the final weeks of the term, I would like to take this

opportunity to thank our families for their ongoing support and commitment.

The School Council would also like to extend its sincere thanks to all staff at
NSA for their dedication and hard work throughout the term. We
acknowledge the commitment of our teaching teams, therapists, education
support staff, and administration staff—every member of our community
plays an important role in supporting our students and contributing to the

success of our school. Thank you for all that you do.

Mid-Year Reports

Students will soon bring home their mid-year reports. As part of the current
industrial action, many reports may look different this year, with teachers only
required to provide comments on students' Individual Learning Plan (ILP)
goals. These reports will provide a valuable basis for discussion with your
child's teacher at your next Student Support Group (SSG) meeting.

Professional Practice Day

Please note that Monday, 13 July will be a Professional Practice Day for staff.
This will be a student-free day, and students will not be required to attend
school. Therefore, Term 3 for students will commence Tuesday 14 July.

Second-Hand Uniform Donations & Sales

The Northern School for Autism is currently welcoming donations of good-
quality second-hand school uniforms. Donated items are made available to
families within our school community and provide an affordable option for
students requiring uniform items.

If you have any clean and gently used uniform items that are no longer
needed, we would greatly appreciate your donation. Uniform donations can be
dropped off at the reception of either the Reservoir or Lalor Campus.

A selection of second-hand uniforms is also available for purchase from the
Reception Office at our Reservoir Campus. Availability may vary throughout
the year.

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support. Your contributions help
support NSA families and promote sustainability within our school
community.

Pamela Mathieson
Principal






Room 23 has had a wonderful start to 2026 with an amazing group of students who are
always keen to learn and have fun! During Terms 1 and 2, the children have been busy
participating in many exciting learning experiences. Our 8-week swimming program was
a fantastic success, and we were very lucky to enjoy the warm weather while building
confidence and skills in the water.

In Maths, students have been working hard on counting, addition,

subtraction, and place value. In English, the focus has been on sentence structure and
writing, which the children have thoroughly enjoyed, and all students have been
enthusiastically participating in Little Learners Love Literacy and phonics sessions four
times a week. Other students have been developing their fine motor skills through
tracing and cutting activities, with tremendous improvements already being shown.

We also enjoyed some special events this semester, including our colourful Easter Hat
Parade and the Mother’s Day Stall, where the children proudly selected gifts for their
loved ones. In Term 1, we learnt about Australian animals and created beautiful art
pieces that the children proudly took home. This term, we have been exploring
underwater animals, creating many wonderful artworks displayed on our classroom
windows, as well as making underwater dioramas. We have also enjoyed exciting
incursions, including a reptile visit and a fun science experiment session with
“Bubbles.”

Music has been a weekly highlight, with the whole class eagerly singing (with or
without the microphone!), dancing, and playing instruments such as the African bongo,
ocean drum, jingle bells, tambourines, and maracas — a session they look forward to
every week.
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The transition from Reservoir to Lalor has been a big step for many LC8
students, but they have settled into their new classroom environment
very well. They have formed a caring and supportive community and
enjoy sharing experiences together.

This semester, students have visited a range of community locations,
including the all-abilities playground, gymnasium, Oz Bowling, Don
Bosco, and local parks. These outings have supported confidence,
social skills, and community engagement.

Students have established weekly routines and participate in Maths,
English, IT, Library, and Food Tech sessions, helping develop important
life skills in meaningful ways.

Students also contribute to recycling duties in AWing, buildin%
teamwork, responsibility, independence, and organisational skills.

Art and Music sessions with specialist teachers have provided
enjoyable opportunities for creativity and skill development.

Weekly sessions with our Occupational Therapist and Speech
Therapist continue to sup[)ort students’ communication, sensory,
motor, and functional skill development.

We all love being part of our LC8 team!



Students at the Northern School for Autism recently enjoyed an exciting and
interactive science incursion when Reptile Encounters visited our school. Students
had the wonderful opportunity to meet a variety of fascinating Australian animals
and reptiles, including Bubbles the saltwater crocodile, Toby the olive python
snake, Roman the red-tailed black cockatoo, Rex the broad shell turtle

and Spencer the goanna.

The incursion provided students with a hands-on learning experience where they
observed, touched and learnt about different animals, their habitats, behaviours
and unique features. Students showed great curiosity and bravery as they
engaged with the animals and listened to interesting facts shared by our
presenter Bryce.




LATER YEARS-[

SEMESTER 1' 2026

This semester in the D-Wing, our Later Years students
have continued to actively engage in a wide range of

meaningful activities both inside and outside the
classroom. Students have participated in creative and
hands-on learning experiences while also exploring
their community through various excursions. One
classroom has embraced opportunities to visit many of
Melbourne’s free attractions, including museums,
exhibitions, Parliament House, Queen Victoria Market,
and our much-loved sailing excursions. These
experiences have supported students in building
confidence, independence, and a deeper connection
with the wider community. Students have also
remained highly engaged in their ASDAN program,
developing practical life skills such as preparing
breakfast, making hot drinks, and organising packed
lunches, all of which are closely linked to there English
and Mathematics learning.

We have also continued our strong partnership with
Wallara Industries (formerly Brunswick Industries), who
work closely with Northern School for Autism to provide
students with valuable work experience in a factory
setting. Students have engaged in a variety of roles
including packaging, folding clothes, labelling, and
contributing to the mass production of materials such as
boxes and containers. Across the D-Wing, we remain
committed to providing engaging, practical, and
enjoyable learning opportunities that prepare students
for the future. Through community access, structured
programs, and hands-on experiences, students are
developing essential life and work skills while embracing
new challenges with enthusiasm. We are incredibly
proud of their efforts and look forward to another
exciting semester ahead.

Raymond So- Leading Teacher

With a strong focus on preparing students for life
beyond school, we have prioritised a range of work
experience opportunities. Groups of students have
participated in the Whittlesea Work Readiness
Program, where they have developed practical outdoor
skills including gardening, lawn mowing, weeding,
brush cutting, and the use of hand tools to maintain
outdoor environments. In Term 2, students have
extended these skills through working within an on-site
nursery, contributing to planting, setting up,
decorating, and maintaining the space. These hands-on
experiences have allowed students to build confidence,
independence, and valuable work-related skills in real-
world contexts.
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Advocating

children
with disability

Help for Your Family fact sheet

If you have a child with developmental delay or disability,
connecting with other families in a similar situation can help.
Strengthening Parent Support Coordinators across Victoria help families with

children with disability connect with each other and provide information about local
services and support. Contact the Coordinator in your area to find out more.

Melbourne Regional Victoria
Eastern suburbs Benalla, Wangaratta, Murrindindi, Wodonga
Michelle Emery Evans Liz Klein
Phone 0438 646 744 Phone 0497 483 319
Email Email connect@inspiredcarers.org.au
michelle.emeryevans@anglicarevic.org.a . . .

: v : v Y Shepparton, Strathbogie, Mitchell, Moira
Northern suburbs Nicole O’Brien
Lisa Petersen Phone 0408 669 401 or 5831 7157
Phone 0448 529 125 Email connect@inspiredcarers.org.au

Email LPetersen@mcm.org.au

Bendigo, Loddon Mallee, Mildura

Southern suburbs Carolyn Maltese

Jane Pirouc Phone 0488 605 363

Phone 0403 112 985 Email carolyn@riac.org.au

Email jpirouc@moira.org.au Gippsland

Western suburbs Vanessa Darling

Sonia Savanah Phone 0418 798 991

Phone 0439 113 880 Email vanessa.darling@noahsarkinc.org.au

Email sonia.savanah@mackillop.org.au
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Ballarat, Central Highlands . TE
Free services for families
Rebecca Paton

Phone 0493 765 542

Email rpaton@pinarc.org.au * Support Line
Geelong, Barwon * Workshops
Gretta Kane » Information

Phone 0483 198 986

. * Peer support
Email parentsupport@gateways.com.au

Horsham, Wimmera

Ange Wait

Phone 0466 614 135

Email ange.wait@vt.uniting.org

Warnambool

Genevieve Mack

Phone 0417 092 797 or 03 5561 8111
Email gmack@mpower.org.au

The Strengthening Parent Support network is
supported by the Victorian Government.
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“Learning for Life”

END OF TERM REMINDER

Last day of Term 2 is
Thursday 25" of June

School finishes at 3pm.

&

Friday 26™ of June
is SSG day

There will be no buses running for students on this day.

First day of Term 3 is
Tuesday 14" of July

Thank you
Pamela Mathieson
Principal

Reservoir Campus Lalor Campus
16 — 18 Gertz Avenue 35 Duncan Road,
Reservoir Vic 3073 Lalor Vic 3075
Phone: 03 9462 5990 Phone: 03 9464 3480

northern.sch.autism@education.vic.cov.au
http:/ /www.northernautism.vic.edu.au/web/



mailto:northern.sch.autism@education.vic.gov.au

	3. LC8 Priya & Sharon - Newsletter article June 2026.pdf
	LC 8

	5. Ray - Later Years- D.pdf
	Later years-D
	SEMESTER 1' 2026
	Raymond So- Leading Teacher



	Flyer 1. Their Care Hol Prog - How to Enrol.pdf
	( Scan to access form)




